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Alpharetta Duplicate Bridge Club 

6250 Shiloh Rd. #30 

Back of Building Lower Level 

Alpharetta, GA  30005 

Don Baker: 770-619-9156 

E-mail: info@alpharettadbc.org  

Website: alpharettadbc.org  

Atlanta Duplicate Bridge Center  

5 Dunwoody Park South  

Atlanta, GA  30338 

Dan Papineau: 770-248-0306 

E-mail: atlantaduplicate@bellsouth.net 

Website: atlantaduplicatebridgeclub.com 

Bridge Club of Atlanta 

4920 Roswell Road., Suite 33 

Atlanta, GA  30342 

Sam Marks: 678-812-4324 

E-mail: sam@sammarksbridge.com 

Website: bridgeclubatlanta.com 

Duplicate Bridge Association of 

Atlanta 

5 Dunwoody Park South  

Atlanta, GA 30360 

Pete Martin: 770-420-9593 

E-mail: martinpeter@att.net 

Website: http://www.dbaa.us/ 

KSU Bridge Club 

KSU Center 

3333 Busbee Drive 

Kennesaw, GA  30144 

Janice Ripley: 770-726-9881 

E-mail: bridge4jr@gmail.com 

WHERE ARE OUR 

BRIDGE CLUBS? 

 

President’s Letter 

 

Many of you have heard my tirades against the 

ACBL administration – just ask when you have 

a spare hour or two – though primarily critical 

of those higher up in the organization. So here I 

am praising the very highest. Go figure. 

Bahar Gidwani was installed as your CEO as of 

July 1. I hope you have seen his “Ten Big 

Ideas” available here on the ACBL web site. 

You might not agree with all but there are some 

great imperatives there. Or you can see the challenges he gave to the 

ACBL staff here. I’m impressed that he would make public what is 

essentially an internal document. I think you’ll like both.  If you missed 

taking the survey on the Ten Big Ideas, I’m sure the ACBL would still 

like your input. 

 
Let me tell you a little story. At our last sectional one pair did not receive 

the .75 masterpoints they earned in the 0-50 game. Joe (not his real 

name) contacted the game director and the director-in-charge but heard 

“nothing we can do. The ACBL’s program handles all that.”  So Joe 

contacted a higher up at the ACBL, only to be told to contact the 

directors. Obviously still unsatisfied, he contacted his unit president. I 

tried but ran into the same roadblocks and gave Joe yet another 

disappointing response. But Joe is not shy, or one who takes “No” for an 

answer. So he wrote the brand new CEO of the ACBL. Bahar told his 

staff that this was not acceptable. Joe got a very nice – and very 

apologetic – email from an ACBL staffer, who promised to get his points 

restored. Nine days later she did just that. 

The ACBL is viewed by many as an elitist organization, out of touch 

with its clubs and its membership. But here is a guy just 15 days on the 

job and he’s taking care of a player with less than 50 points. I like that 

kind of leadership. 

 

 

Marty Nathan 

mjaynathan@gmail.com 

              

       

mailto:info@alpharettadbc.org
http://alpharettadbc.org/
tel:770-248-0306
mailto:info@alpharettadbc.org
http://www.atlantaduplicatebridgeclub.com/
tel:678-812-4324
mailto:info@alpharettadbc.org
http://bridgeclubatlanta.com/
http://www.dbaa.us/
tel:770-726-9881
mailto:bridge4jr@gmail.com
https://web3.acbl.org/myacbl/user/content/big-ideas
http://web2.acbl.org/documentLibrary/about/172AttachmentA.pdf
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Bridge Clubs 

 

Midtown Bridge Club 

First Presbyterian Church (Wednesday) 

1328 Peachtree Street 

Atlanta, GA  30309 

Ansley Golf Club (Friday) 

196 Montgomery Ferry Drive 

Atlanta, GA  30309 

Alvin Daigle Jr.: 770-313-5124 

E-mail: midtownbridge30309@gmail.com 

Roswell Duplicate Bridge Club 

St. David's Episcopal Church 

1015 Old Roswell Rd. 

Roswell, GA  30076 

Bill Marks: 770-855-6952 

E-mail: billmarks13@gmail.com 

Website: billsbridge.com 

Ruff 'n Sluff Bridge Club 

1809 Roswell Rd. 

Marietta, GA  30062 

Priscilla Smith: 770-973-7717 

E-mail: 

priscilla@ruffnsluffbridgeclub.com 

Website: ruffnsluffbridgeclub.com 

Silver Belles and Beaus 

5285 Lakeside Drive 

Union City, GA  30291 

Bettie Harden: 770-306-3461 

E-mail: travell33@gmail.com 

 

November Sectional Cancelled 

As you have hopefully heard by now, unfortunate circumstances 

forced us to regrettably cancel the November Atlanta Sectional. 

We know how many of you look forward to this competitive event 

and want you to understand what happened 

The host hotel Marriott is undergoing renovations and hit an 

unanticipated delay. Yes, delays are always expected in any major 

construction project but this was worse than anything they had 

planned for. Our space would not be ready in time. We have a 

hard enough time finding adequate space at an affordable cost 

with a year or two to work it out. Now we had about 45 days. 

Marriott was very good about looking for a replacement site and 

we thought they had actually done so. Marriott even agreed to 

make up any difference in cost. The substitute location looked 

satisfactory until we got into those pesky details. For example, the 

new site balked at keeping the concession stand open throughout 

all sessions rather than just meal time, and our players of course 

are accustomed to running out between hands for a drink or a 

snack. When the extra cost Marriott would bear broke $15,000 – 

far more than the gross income they’d get if we played there – we 

felt it was not ethical to hold them to a financial commitment 

much larger than anyone anticipated. (As a practical matter, were 

we really going to sue them for damages? What are all those 

forgone masterpoints actually worth?) Marriott did agree to make 

it up to us with our next sectional there. 

We do have a new location for our February 2018 sectional. 
It’s not due to this cancellation – this was contracted long ago. 

We’ll be at the (already renovated) Doubletree Hotel, just 

inside the Perimeter at the Chamblee-Dunwoody exit. Mark 

your calendar for February 20-25. 

tel:770-313-5124
mailto:midtownbridge30309@gmail.com
tel:770-855-6952
mailto:billmarks13@gmail.com
http://billsbridge.com/roswellbridge.html
tel:770-973-7717
mailto:priscilla@ruffnsluffbridgeclub.com
ruffnsluffbridgeclub.com
mailto:travell33@gmail.com
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Roswell  

DBC 

 11:00       0-500 

Ruff ’n Sluff 

 

7:30        0-300 

(7:00 lesson) 

Ruff ’n Sluff 

  
 10:30        0-20 
  

(10:00 lesson) 

Ruff ’n Sluff 

  
 10:30         0-20 
  

(10:00 lesson) 

Bridge Club of 

Atlanta 

 10:00     **0-50 

Bridge Club of 

Atlanta 

 12:00    **0-100 

Atlanta       

DBC 

11:00    **0-100 

 

 Bridge Club of 

Atlanta 

 12:00       0-300 

 6: 00    0-100 

 Atlanta       

DBC 

11:00    **0-299 

Alpharetta 

DBC 

 10:00     **0-20 

  

Bridge Club of 

Atlanta 

 12:00       0-300 

     

Limited Games – Up to 500 MPs  

** The director will stay after the game to go over hands and answer your questions. 

You can find the web pages for each club – including phone numbers, addresses and 
directions – starting on page 1 of this newsletter or on our web page at www.dbaa.us. Just 
click on Club Websites on the menu along the left side of the home page. 

DBAA Game Schedule 

 

The DBAA game is held on 
Wednesday nights at 7PM at the 

Atlanta Duplicate Bridge Center in 

Dunwoody.  See Page 5 for more 
special offers. 

  

November 01 ACBL Membership Game 

November 08 Regular Game 

November 15 AJB Charity (Double Points) 

November 22 NO GAME 

November 29 Club Championship (Double Points) 

December 06 Regular Game 

December 13 District 7 ST@C (Silver Points) 

December 20 ACBL-Wide International Fund #3 

December 27 ACBL Charity (Double Points) 

January  3 Junior Fund (Double Points) 
January 10 Junior Fund (Double Points) 
January 17 Junior Fund (Double Points) 
January 24 Junior Fund (Double Points) 
January 31 Junior Fund (Double Points) 

 

http://www.dbaa.us
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Free Plays & Free Lessons at DBAA Game 

by Pete Martin 

November will be a big month for the DBAA Game. DBAA will begin an 

ongoing series of free lessons by expert players aimed at intermediate and 

advancing players. In addition, we want to get more advancing players out to the 

game. To help make that happen, any player with less than 2500 masterpoints 

who pays to play in November will get a free play good through the remainder of 

2017! 

The Lessons: 

The lessons will be free, open to all and will begin at 6:20pm (they will run 30 

minutes). The following speakers/topics are planned: 

 

 

 

 

 

The Promotion: 

For any player with less than 2500 masterpoint — if you pay to play at any DBAA game in November, you 

will get a free play good through the remainder of 2017. 

The Game: 

 

 

November 1 Jack Feagin Combining Your Chances as Declarer 

November 8 Bob Fendrick Thinking on Defense 

November 15 Randy Petit Staying in the Box 

November 22 No lesson or game Thanksgiving 

November 29 Marty Nathan Minorwood 

When: Wednesdays, 7PM 

Where: Duplicate Bridge Club 

5 Dunwoody Park S 

Atlanta, GA 30338 

Who: The game is open to all players and is stratified. 

Director: The game is directed by Joe Velardita. If you need a partner, 

call Joe at 404-277-9766. 

Other: The DBAA Game is run by the Duplicate Bridge 

Association of Atlanta. More info including game results 

can be found at our website. 
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DBAA Directory 

by Roz Howell 

You asked for it and we’re working on it. But you’ve got to do your part. You must ‘opt in’ – that’s the 
ACBL rule – to have your name published in the directory. To do that, please see the instructions below: 

Forms, instructions and collection boxes will be delivered to all the area clubs by the end of October. Please 
help us collect all the contact info by reminding your friends and partners to ‘opt in’.  

  -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     -     - 

Please include me in the bridge player directory published by DBAA: 

(Please Print for Optimal Readability) 

Last Name ______________________    First Name _________________________ 

ACBL# _________________________   Signature __________________________ 

               

             Initial below for each you want 

Phone # ______ - ______ - ________      ☐  Online    ☐ Print 

Mobile # ______ - ______ - ________   ☐  Online    ☐ Print 

Email:     ____________________________  ☐  Online    ☐ Print  

Under 18 must have parent or guardian sign: __________________________________ 

I understand that to access the online directory I must have a user name & password. See below for how to get 
this. 

 

The Duplicate Bridge Association of Atlanta is publishing a print directory of Atlanta area bridge players. In 
order to be included in this directory, you must OPT IN. 

For the Print Directory:  To ‘opt in’ to the print directory,  complete the above form and drop it into the box 
provided at any club,  return it to any DBAA Board member, or snail mail or email it to:  Sue Williams,  47 
Paces West Drive, Atlanta, 30327, or email it to szw2584@gmail.com.   The target date for printing this 
directory is January 2018. It will be available free of charge, compliments of the DBAA.  To be included, you 
must have submitted your information by the DEADLINE, December 30, 2017   

For the Online Directory:  To get a link that allows you to access the DBAA Online directory, email 
szw2584@gmail.com or rbpstn@bellsouth.net . They will send you a link that allows you to set up your own 
user name and password.  Once on the site, you can edit your information and see the contact info of everyone 
who has ‘opted in’.  If you have already done this and indicated your preference for the print directory, there 
is no need to complete this form.  

 
All Atlanta area bridge players are invited to include themselves in the online and/or print directory.  You do 
not have to be a member of the DBAA (Unit 253) or the ACBL in order to be included in this directory.  You 
just have to complete the ‘opt in’ steps outlined above.  

 

mailto:szw2584@gmail.com
mailto:szw2584@gmail.com
mailto:rbpstn@bellsouth.net
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Tournament Schedule 
August 2017 — August 2018 

  
Atlanta offers players so many opportunities to play in tournaments and earn those coveted pigmented points. 
Here’s what’s on tap for the upcoming twelve months.  
 
Make your plans now to play in all of these tournaments!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Tournament schedules are always subject to change. 

ELECTIONS 

As the general election season winds down – fortunately just local races! – the election for DBAA 

officers and at-large directors is right around the corner. President Marty Nathan 

has appointed Garry Williams as Chair of the Nominating Committee. Garry is 

already working on selecting his committee members. If you are interested in 

running for office – president, vice-president, secretary or treasurer – please 

contact Garry at gtwilliams@gmail.com. 

 

The Nominating Committee will publish its slate of officers no later than December 20. 2017. Any 

member in good standing not included on the slate may self-nominate for any position by emailing Garry 

no later than January 20, 2018.  

We will also be electing the eight at-large members of the DBAA Board. You may nominate yourself by 

emailing Garry no later than January 20, 2018. 

Soon thereafter all the names on the ballot, whether chosen by the Nominating Committee or self-

nominated, will be posted in clubs, on our web site and in the newsletter. 

Election Chair Elyse Mintz and her committee will supervise voting at the February Sectional, with in-

club voting the week before. Absentee voting is also an option. Look for detailed information in your 

club as Election Day approaches. Winners will be announced at the DBAA annual meeting on February 

25, the last day of the sectional. The terms for all positions commence at that time and run for two years.  

November 8-12 DBAA Sectional CANCELLED 
December 11-17 District 7 ST@C Your Club 
February 12-18 District 7 ST@C Your Club 
February 21-25 DBAA Sectional DoubleTree Perimeter Hotel 
May 30 - June 3 DBAA Sectional Crowne Plaza Ravinia 
June 15-17 Non-Life Master Sectional Ruff ‘n Sluff Bridge Club 
July 26 – August 5 2018 Atlanta Summer NABC Marriott Marquis 

August 20-26 District 7 ST@C Your Club 

October 10-14 DBAA Sectional TBA 

mailto:gtwilliams@gmail.com
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Board Meetings 

DBAA/Unit 253 Board meetings are open to all members. Come see how hard we all work to 

enhance your enjoyment of bridge through our various activities and programs. You might even 

find an opportunity to volunteer. Meetings are held Saturday mornings at Bridge Club of 

Atlanta from 9:30 to 11:30, unless otherwise noted.  

We have one meeting left this year and that’s on December 9. The first one next year is January 

27. It will be up to the new board – see Elections on Page 5 – to determine dates for the balance 

of the year. 

Godfrey’s Grand Slam 

Janet Edwards, Chairperson 

On the afternoon of Sunday, October 8, a group of Atlanta bridge players braved the 

stormy weather to come together to play a hand in the fight against Spina Bifida. They 

joined forces in a uniquely Atlanta effort to help raise funds for the Center for Spina 

Bifida, run by our fellow duplicate player Godfrey Oakley. Their mission was to 

ensure that his work to prevent spina bifida throughout the world can continue. They 

were hugely successful. 

After gathering together and enjoying a delicious BBQ lunch, the group was 

entertained and enlightened by an insightful presentation given by Dan Plato on the importance of not only 

establishing, but also sticking to the agreements that you and your partner work to establish. One rule of 

thumb – It’s never a good idea to decide, for whatever reason, not to abide by the agreement you’ve worked 

out, even if, this one time, you’re sure you know how those cards are distributed!  Dan’s advice?  Know your 

convention card, and have confidence in the choices you and your partner have made. If things don’t work 

out, you can work together to make improvements.  

The rest of the afternoon was spent playing bridge, not only bidding on hands, but also on the many silent 

auction items available!  By the end of the day this Atlanta bridge community, along with many others who 

were not able to attend, gave generously and helped raise over $25,000 for Godfrey’s cause! 

Thank you to: 

Dan Papineau for providing the venue for the event and for preparing his delicious cole slaw! 

Ina Parry for directing the games and for her invaluable support and advice.  

Joe Velardita for his many hours tending to the Big Green Egg to produce the delicious pulled pork 

BBQ! 

Merrie Edelston for her work organizing and running the silent auction. 

Sanjeev Pathak for recruiting our Preferred Players. 

Roberta Skibicki for enlisting the culinary skills of our local players to provide the sides and desserts 

for the lunch. 

And special thanks to those of you who supported this event with your presence and your gifts.  
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21 Rules of Being a Good Partner 

by Marty Bergen 

(Part 2 of 2) 

Have a good time, and make sure that your partner does also.  

"Bridge is for fun. You should play the game for no other reason. You should not play bridge to 

make money, to show how smart you are, or show how stupid your partner is... or to prove 

any of the several hundred other things bridge players are so often trying to prove." – Bridge 

legend Charles Goren.  

12.  Trust your partner; do not assume he has made a mistake. 

13.  Although it may be unfashionable, it really is okay to be pleasant to a partner with whom you also 

happen to live.  

14.  Remember: "The worst analysts and the biggest talkers are often one and the same."  – Bridge columnist 

Frank Stewart. Think twice before verbally analyzing a hand. Do not embarrass yourself with a hasty, 

inaccurate comment. 

15.  When you voluntarily choose to play bridge with someone, it is not fair to get upset when partner does 

not play any better than usual.  

16.  Never side with an opponent against your partner. If you cannot support your partner, say nothing.  

17.  If you think you are too good for a partner, and do not enjoy playing bridge with him, do everyone a 

favor and play with someone else. That is clearly much better than being a martyr. However, be careful 

before burning bridges -- another player's grass may not be greener. 

18.  Learn your partner's style, regardless of how you feel about it. Do not expect your partner to bid exactly 

as you would. When partner makes a bid, consider what he will have, not what you would have.  

19.  Try to picture problems from partner's point of view. Seek the bid or play that will make his life easiest.  

20.  Sympathize with partner if he makes a mistake. Let your partner know that you like him, and always 

root for him 100%. 

 

Editor’s Note: Part 1 appeared on page 5 of the August  newsletter. 

 

http://www.dbaa.us/TinyFileManager/resources/files/124/Newsletters/august_2017%20newsletter%5b23147%5d.pdf
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Bridge Lesson 

Holmes and Watson - The Clivedale Papers 
 

As Holmes and Watson are making their way back to 221 Baker Street, Watson is heard 

muttering to himself. Holmes stops short and asks, “Watson what is it? Spit it out man.” 

“Holmes, each year Lord and Lady Clivedale host London’s most prestigious bridge 

tournament. Given the caliber of these players, I would expect the results would be 

pretty much the same. And yet Holmes, you never cease to amaze. How did you know 

what to do on board 11?” 

“Watson I am equally amazed at how often the obvious eludes you. 

It is very elementary, my dear Watson. Let me share how this hand 

should have been played. My partner and I drove to 3NT and he 

tabled: 

“I received the lead of the ♠3, fourth best in their methods. I have shared that before you attack a hand, you 

count. Watson, if you are ever to become a better player, you must count. I saw that I had 8 top tricks – one 

in each major and three in each minor – so I needed one more trick. I had three obvious opportunities to 

create a ninth trick. Play for the diamonds to split 3-2, using the ♣Q as my entry. If that failed I could hope 

the clubs were 3-3, though this was against the odds. And lastly, if that failed, then I could take the heart 

finesse.  

“I ducked the first spade as East won the ♠Q and played back the ♠8. West’s ♠2 showed a 5-card suit. So I 

knew that IF West got in, she’d be cashing three spades. I played my ♦AK and West pitched on the second 

diamond, the ♥9 signaling a favorable attitude. So much for the heart finesse. My next chance was to hope 

that clubs were 3-3. So I played my three honors and West again pitched another heart on the third club. 

Now I assembled the information I had before me: West has five spades, one diamond and two clubs, 

leaving her with five hearts. It was a simple play from here, Watson. I simply gave West her spade tricks. 

She dutifully cashed her three spade tricks and, with nothing left but hearts, was forced to lead into my 

♥AQ. It did not matter who had the ♥K.  

“See, Watson I started counting at trick one and never stopped counting. 

The reason most failed on this hand is that they only saw “take a 

finesse” and you know, my friend, that is the last thing a good declarer 

should want to do. The second thing all good players should do is to 

look at the entire hand and determine how many opportunities there may 

be to make their contract. I had chances in diamonds and clubs. Once 

they both failed, I then had a third arrow in my quiver: throw in West so 

she had to lead to ME.” The entire hand was: 

As they walk up to their flat Holmes turns to Watson and says, “John, I 

have a great hand for you. Let's have a sherry and discuss it.” 

 

Thanks to Dave Zeckets for this wonderful illustration of counting and, though 

Sherlock would not acknowledge it, a pretty neat end play as well. 

♠ A9 ♥ 865 ♦ 65432  ♣ Q65 

And I held: 

♠ J75 ♥ AQ4 ♦ AKQ   ♣ AK42 

 ♠ A9 

 ♥ 8 6 5 

 ♦ 6 5 4 3 2 

 ♣ Q 6 5 

 ♠ K 10 6 3 2  ♠ Q 8 4 

 ♥ K 9 7 3 2  ♥ J 10 

 ♦ 10  ♦ J 9 8 7 

 ♣ 10 9   ♣ J 8 7 3 

 ♠ J 7 5 

 ♥ A Q 4 

 ♦ A K Q 

 ♣ A K 4 2 
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Georgia Tech Wins Collegiate Bridge Championship 
by Giorgio Casinovi and Robert Thorstad  

At the Summer NABC in Toronto, a team from the Georgia Tech Bridge Club won 

the 2017 North American Collegiate Bridge Championship. What follows is an 

account of the event. It is also an appeal to Unit 253 members to help support our 

club’s activities, so we may build upon this victory, grow our membership and 

hopefully achieve even more successes in the future. 

Our preparation for the Collegiate Championship began soon after 

our team qualified as a finalist in October 2016. The team trained extensively at 

tournaments and local club games under Patty Tucker’s coaching. The first day was a seven 

team round-robin. Tech started well, beating Carleton 29–14 and then Harvey Mudd 16–8, 

but our fortunes worsened with a 16-23 defeat to Berkeley and a 0–33 loss to UNC. 

However, our team was resilient and staged a comeback in the last two matches, defeating Northwestern 

University 36–16 and the University of Chicago 17–1. We 

finished the round robin in third place, earning a spot in the 

semifinals. There we saw a rematch against Berkeley, but this 

time we won, albeit barely, defeating them 65–58 and advancing 

to the finals against the University of Chicago. Chicago advanced 

by upsetting UNC, winners of the round-robin by a wide margin. 

The final was a 24-board match broadcast live on 

Bridgebase.com; at its peak, the match had over 200 kibitzers 

online. After eight boards, Georgia Tech trailed 15–3 IMPs, but 

East-West for Georgia Tech (Dhir-Karnik) got us back in the 

match on the next deal, pushing the opponents to 5ª doubled. The 

diamond lead was ruffed, and South erred by ducking a heart to 

East’s ace, losing trump control after ruffing the diamond 

continuation. South persisted with a heart: ten, low, and East 

maximized the penalty by discarding a club on this trick and the 

§Q on the K continuation. Now East ruffed a club and exited 

with the ª6, offering declarer a losing option in trumps. Declarer took the bait: West took the king, and another 

club was ruffed for down 4 and a 12 IMP pick-up. 

North-South for Georgia Tech (Xu-Wang) continued the push by bidding an excellent grand slam on the next 

deal. You can see how they did that in the current issue of the District 7 News. 

With these two boards, Georgia Tech seized control of the match and never looked back. Tech won the first set 

42–15 IMPs and the second half 38–22 IMPs, cruising to a 80–37 IMP victory and the Collegiate 

Championship title, which came with a $12,000 scholarship to be divided among the team members.  

 

 ♠ 7 5 4 

 ♥ J 9 8 3 2 

 ♦ Q 6 

 ♣ 7 4 3 

♠ K ♠ 10 9 6 2 

♥ K 10 7 6 ♥ A 

♦ K 10 9 3 2 ♦ A J 8 7 5 4 

♣ 9 8 6 ♣ Q 5 

 ♠ A Q J 8 3 

 ♥ Q 5 4 

 ♦  

 ♣ A K J 10 2 

continued p. 12 

Giorgio Casinovi  

Robert Thorstad 



12 

 

 

We have set ambitious goals for the current year, also thanks to the addition of a significant number of 

promising new players. Among them are the current ACBL King of Bridge Richard Jeng, a product of Atlanta 

Junior Bridge who has represented the USA in international competition. We are confident that we will be 

able to enter competitive teams in the upcoming Collegiate Championship. We are also considering 

competing in the upcoming Grand National Teams. 

With such ambitious plans, the Georgia Tech 

Bridge Club needs your financial support; the 

only subsidy we receive from Georgia Tech is 

the free use of their space. Consequently, 

financial assistance from friends and supporters 

is the only means through which we can cover 

our operating expenses and finance our 

activities. Donations to benefit the GT Bridge 

Club can be made through the Georgia Tech 

Foundation, which is a 501(c)(3) non-profit 

organization. Therefore such donations are tax-

deductible to the full extent permitted by law. 

If you would like to make a financial 

contribution to the club or to be added to the 

list of our supporters, please send email to 

bridgeclub@gatech.edu. 

Current information about our club activities is posted on our web site at http://bridgeclub.gtorg.gatech.edu 
and also on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/GTBridgeClub. We hope to be able to keep 
communicating exciting news in future issues of this newsletter! 

2017 Sportsperson of the Year 

by Roz Howell, SPOTY Chair 

This was an exceptionally good year for the prestigious DBAA honor known as 
SPOTY (Sportsperson of the Year).  There were many excellent candidates 
nominated, but one stood head and shoulders above the rest (and not just because  
he is so tall). Arnold Hawkins is the player that we honor this year for his  
admirable ethical behavior and strong sense of fair play over an extended period    
of time and for his outstandingly pleasant and gracious comportment at the table.  
His partners and his opponents all agree that while they admire his bridge  
successes at all levels of the game, it is his demeanor and affability that they 
appreciate the most.  

Arnold will receive a certificate and a year of free plays at all of the DBAA 
Sectional Tournaments in 2018. His name will be added to the DBAA plaque   
along with all our previous winners. Congratulations, Mr. Hawkins.  

GT continued from p.11 

mailto:bridgeclub@gatech.edu
http://bridgeclub.gtorg.gatech.edu
https://www.facebook.com/GTBridgeClub
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The Nationals are Coming!  

by Judy Fendrick, Atlanta NABC Co-Chair 

 

Next summer the North American Bridge Championships (NABC) will be held in Atlanta July 
26-August 5 at the downtown Marriott Marquis. This will be an opportunity that no bridge 
player should miss. The tournament will have games available to players at every level of 
experience. We anticipate between 4,000 to 5,000 players from all over the world will attend. 
The tournament schedule will be online in November, and also available in print at the San 
Diego NABC. 

We are fortunate to have a fantastic group of local players who have volunteered to serve as committee chairs 
for the NABC Planning Committee, as shown below.  

Co-Chairs: Joe Sherwood and Judy Fendrick; Finance: Marty Nathan; 
Information: Ron and Lucille Torre; Intermediate/Newcomer: Jane 
Melby; Logo/Slogan: Becky Butler; Named Events: Karolyn Smith; 
Partnership: Bill Kulbersh and Carey Snider; Player and Volunteer 
Hospitality: Becky Butler; Prizes: Janice Ripley; Publicity: Joe 
Sherwood; Registration: Vicki Bell and Ina Parry; Restaurant Guide: Gaby 
Fadel; Secretary: Janet Sherwood; Volunteers: Joan Duffy and Sue 
Campbell; Youth NABC: Evelyn Gilliard 

 

For those who remember the Atlanta 2013 NABC, we had many local and out-of-town volunteers who made 
a HUGE difference in the overall success of the tournament. We hope to have the same for 2018 with 
volunteers who can help with Information, Intermediate/ Newcomer, Partnership, Hospitality, Prizes, 
Registration and Youth NABC. Volunteers play a crucial role in making a tournament successful, even 
if the time spent is just one hour before a session. You can volunteer directly with one of the committee 
chairs or let Joan Duffy or Sue Campbell know you would like to volunteer. It’s not too early to start 
planning. If you have any questions about what is expected or how to reach one of the committee chairs, you 
may contact Judy Fendrick at 678-358-2488 or Janet Sherwood at 770-309-4326. 


